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North Falmouth Congregational Church,  
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                                                                                                                                   January 2021

 Pastoral Page 
 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 

See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do 

you not perceive it?”  –Isaiah 43:18-19a 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

As we cross the threshold into the new year, many 

of us are glad to shut the door on 2020 and forget all 

about the turmoil and challenges it brought. As 

Isaiah says, it isn’t wise to dwell on the past, 

because we may miss the next new thing God is up 

to in our lives and communities. 

 

During January and early February, we celebrate the 

season of Epiphany when God begins to reveal 

Jesus as the Messiah and Savior of the world. It is a 

time to pause and take stock of how God is 

manifesting and being revealed in our hearts, lives, 

and the world.  

 

On the first Sunday of Epiphany, some churches 

celebrate with Star Words. The premise is this: the 

magi followed the star of Bethlehem across the 

desert to meet the baby Jesus offering gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. We are also seeking Jesus 

and trusting that God can and does use many signs 

(or stars) to guide us closer to the Divine presence. 

During worship, people are invited to take a star. 

Each star has a word on it. People are encouraged to 

trust the Holy Spirit when selecting their star 

word—letting the star word choose them. 

 

This year, since we can’t be together in worship, in 

the back of this newsletter you’ll find a list of star 

words. I invite you to peruse them and ask the Spirit 

to guide you in choosing a word to carry with you 

throughout the year. Once your word has been 

chosen, post it in a spot where you’ll see it. Get 

creative with it—journal and pray about it, create 

some artwork, help others find what you are finding 

in your word. And feel free to share your word and 

in what ways you are experiencing it on Facebook, 

in the Sandpiper, or in an email to me. How will 

God be revealed in your life this year? 

 

When I prayed for a special word that would guide 

my journey this coming year, the word ‘wonder’ 

bubbled up. This struck a chord because in Matthew 

18 Jesus encourages us to become like children. 

Wonder comes so easily to children. Perhaps I am 

to become more childlike and look upon the world, 

the people in it, and all God’s creatures with more 

wonder than judgment. Perhaps I am to wonder 

more about the people in my life and how to care 

for them. Perhaps, I am to even wonder about my 

fears and worries, what is driving them, and find 

positive ways to move forward. How will God be 

revealed in my life this year through the practice of 

wonder? These kinds of questions are good to ask 

yourself when you have chosen a star word. 

 

Jesus’ star shines brightly in the East beckoning us 

forth into a new year. The old has passed away and 

God is doing a new thing, can you not perceive it in 

your life and in our world?  

 

May Jesus shine brightly through your life this year, 

 

 

Pastor Christina 
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UPCOMING WORSHIP – JANUARY 

Worship services will be live from the sanctuary 

this month. Because of state regulations, our 

sanctuary is too small to have in-person worship at 

this time. 

 

God created the heavens and the earth… and called 

it all good! – Genesis 1 

On January 3 we started a new worship series on 

being drawn into God’s creativity. We talked about 

the first wave of creativity—dreaming. Creativity as 

a big part of our spiritual lives and God invites us to 

be co-creators in making a better world for all. 

We’ll explore ways to nurture this foundational 

aspect of who we are so that we might find renewed 

energy and joy. We’ll continue with this theme on 

January 17. 

 

January 10 – Epiphany Sunday –  

Arise, Your Light Has Come 

Both the Gospel of Matthew and Isaiah talk of a 

light appearing over us. In this coming year how 

will we be led by that light? How will we continue 

radiate that light during the pandemic? Scripture: 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

January 17 – Second Sunday of Epiphany – 

Second Wave: Hover 

Hovering is the creative posture of taking a moment 

to see the big picture as God did when God hovered 

over the water in Genesis. In our world of busyness 

we usually want to skip this step of quiet attention 

and reflection. Both creativity experts and Jesus’ 

ministry points to the importance of taking time to 

reflect. Scripture: Luke 4:1-13 – 40 days in the 

Desert 

 

January 24 – Third Sunday of Epiphany –  

Third Wave: Risk 

God’s act of creating all that is, God’s act of 

entering our lives through Jesus, God’s everyday act 

of creating new life are acts of bringing something 

into being that didn’t exist before. Creating is to 

assert ourselves in risk-taking ways as we step into 

the unknown. When we take a risk giving with our 

talents multiply our gifts in the world. Scripture: 

Matthew 25:14-30– Parable of the Talents 

 

January 31 – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany –  

Fourth Wave: Listen 

Listening as part of creativity is about perceiving. 

We open all our senses to see and hear what is 

emerging. Once the act of creating begins, we listen 

to how the Spirit is guiding our next steps and the 

unfolding possibilities we were unaware 

of before—just as it invited Paul and his cohorts to 

set out on a different path. Scripture: Acts 16:6-15 

 

 
  

  
 

 01/02  Thomas Heino 

 01/06  Eleanore Scavotto 

 01/06  Patricia Peterson 

 01/08  Jan Deacon  

 01/11  Chuck Teixeira 

 01/12  Robert Bock  

 01/13  Martha Rosewell 

 01/13  Jackson Weseman 

 01/14  Marsha Martin 

 01/15  Thomas Gawarkiewicz 

 01/20  Toby Ryan   

 01/21  Caroline Scavotto 

 01/21  Candace Teixeira  

 01/24  Maia Ledwell   

 01/25  Lois Kristiansen  

 01/27  Tim Sawyer  

 01/28  Trevor Tivey   
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 Advent & Christmas at NFCC 

 
 

We were fortunate to have several nice, but a bit 

chilly Sundays in which to hold outdoor worship. 

 

 

Belonging to Each Other donations on December 

6
th

 helped supply much needed items for those 

experiencing homelessness in Falmouth. 

 

 

 

 

Bags of greens with all the decorations needed to 

make your own Christmas centerpiece were also 

provided by Carolee. 

 

 

December 13
th

, Babette keeping her hands  

warm while playing at the keyboard. 

 

 



Sandpiper   6 

 

December 20
th

, the 4
th

 Sunday of Advent  

back indoors in the beautiful sanctuary. 

 

 

Christmas Eve 

 

Pastor Christina and Deacon Melessa Fox  

confer before the beginning of worship. 

 

 

Babette warming up before the service. 

 

O Holy Night 

 

 

DOCUMENTARIES USED DURING ADVENT 

Each of the four Advent Sunday sermons were 

inspired by music documentaries. Some of you 

expressed interest in wanting to watch them. Here’s 

a list of where to find them. May they inspire you as 

much as they inspired me. Pastor 

Christina 

Advent 1: Hope for Tomorrow  

Defiant Requiem watch the entire 

movie here: Included with 

Amazon Prime video 

https://www.amazon.com/Defiant-Requiem-Lindsay-Hopper/dp/B07BLRJKZ6/ref=sr_1_1?crid=DRTRGGB4TYRE&dchild=1&keywords=defiant+requiem&qid=1598832400&sprefix=defiant+req,aps,214&sr=8-1
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 Advent 2: Love: Daring the Right 

Relationship 
 

Girls on the Wall 

Watch the entire movie here:  

Rent 1.99 on Amazon Prime Video 

Buy DVD for 9.99  

  Warning: Strong language 

 

 

Advent 3: Ode to Joy 
 

Following the Ninth 

You can Watch the film for free in 

its entirety on the director’s 

YouTube channel. 

 

 

 

Advent 4: Illuminating Peace 
 

Peace Through Music: Playing for 

Change 

You can buy this in DVD format for 

as low at $2.39 on Amazon. 

https://www.amazon.com/Playing-

Change-Peace-Through-

Music/dp/B002NN7F4G               

 

From the Choir Director 

Looking back at the month of December, Advent 

leading to Christmas was a busy time for the music 

department. We were lucky to have a few outside 

garden services in December. I am thankful for the 

musicians continuing to offer their time and talent 

to offer solos throughout Advent and we were able 

to have a few women sing an ensemble piece for 

December 13th. I also want to offer my thanks and 

praise to the NFCC choir for all their efforts to 

create the beautiful music we heard at our 

Christmas Eve service. In these trying times singing 

in a choir setting is not as easily accomplished as is 

usually the case. It was a tremendous effort to 

accomplish the recording of all the music required 

for the service of lessons and carols. Our reliance on 

two devices: smartphones, laptop or desktop 

computers and/or tablets/iPads has become a 

necessity in order to render a recording of a voice  

 

 

part that is sent along to Sarah Bach to knit together 

into a choral recording either with or without an 

accompaniment. It is a challenge! I extend my 

gratitude to my daughter Sarah for offering her time 

and expertise as a willing volunteer. It was a lot of 

work and she graciously took on the challenge. 

 

We were saddened to not have the Christmas Carol 

Sing and Swedish smorgasbord this year but it is 

still on our radar and we hope to see its return either 

in 2021 or 2022. 

 

Stay tuned for more NFCC Choir music! 

 

Happy New Year!  

Babette 

 

The Altar Committee 

The Altar Committee would like to thank all who 

helped to decorate the shell Christmas tree this year. 

There were 98 shells at last count. Many more than 

anticipated. We especially want to thank Laura 

Murphy and her brother for donating the tree. It is a 

wonderful way to remember our loved ones at 

Christmas in a year when we were not able to enter 

the church for services.  

  

The Altar Committee will be taking down the 

Christmas decorations in the sanctuary on Friday, 

Jan 8th @ 9:30 AM. All are welcome to assist in 

this process. We especially need a few strong men 

to carry the plastic containers back down to the 

basement for storage. 

 

 

Offering Envelopes: The 2021 numbered 

offering envelopes are available. However, given 

the current COVID-19 pandemic restrictions we 

will be distributing them differently this year. If 

you regularly used envelopes this past year, a 

2021 box of numbered envelopes will be 

delivered to your home over the next week or so. 
 

If you do not receive a box of 2021 numbered 

offering envelopes by January 15th and you would 

like to have the envelopes please contact John 

Checklick by email (john.checklick@gmail.com) or 

by phone (508-299-8232) and he will make 

arrangements for you to receive them. 

https://www.amazon.com/Girls-Wall-Heather-Ross/dp/B00GWQXB5C/ref=tmm_aiv_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Girls-Wall-Story-Prison-Musical/dp/B004GZEZFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EPWpV3BWLJs&t=5s
https://www.amazon.com/Playing-Change-Peace-Through-Music/dp/B002NN7F4G
https://www.amazon.com/Playing-Change-Peace-Through-Music/dp/B002NN7F4G
https://www.amazon.com/Playing-Change-Peace-Through-Music/dp/B002NN7F4G
mailto:john.checklick@gmail.com
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From Outreach 
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